 Minutes of April 7, 2009 CIDNA Board of Directors Meeting

Call to order:  Chair Arthur Higinbotham called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. at the Jones-Harrison Residence, 3800 Cedar Lake Avenue, Minneapolis.

Members present: Edwin Bell, Judy Berge, Doug Daggett, Matthew Dahlquist, Charlie Elowson, Stephen Goltry, Arthur Higinbotham, Gail Lee, Ken Moritz, Don Ostrom, Cherrie Zitzlsperger. 

Guests present:  Lisa Goodman, Matthew Filner. 

Minutes approved:  Matthew Dahlquist moved, Cherrie Zitzlsperger seconded a motion to approve the minutes of the March 3, 2009 meeting.  The motion passed.

Treasurer’s report:  Treasurer Ed Bell reported a balance of $6,272.30 in CIDNA’s checking account.  Judy Berge moved, Cherrie Zitzlsperger seconded a motion to approve the Treasurer’s report.  The motion passed.

Neighborhood Revitalization Project (NRP) report:  Ed Bell said that to be eligible for NRP Phase II money CIDNA needs to have contracted for $71,000, and to spend approximately $13,000 of that money, by the end of 2009.  The spending will involve such actions as buckthorn removal, and cleaning up South Beach on Cedar Lake.  For Phase II CIDNA needs to develop a housing strategy; we might want to engage in measures such as renewal and energy saving.

Lisa Goodman:  Council Member Lisa Goodman reported on a number of subjects:

1. Spring street sweeping is about to start.  Residents should be alert to the posting of temporary no parking signs in order to make it possible for the city employees to clean the streets more effectively, and for the residents to avoid parking tickets and towing.

2. Inexpensive trees are available for Minneapolis residents for $25 each.  Trees can be ordered starting April 3, either online at www.treetrust.org or by picking up an order form at the local library.

3. Lunch With Lisa will be held at St. Thomas University at noon on Wednesday, April 22, featuring a panel discussion by several people serving on city planning commissions.

4. Lake of the Isles Parkway renovation will start approximately April 20, depending on the weather.  The first phase, on the west side of the lake will last approximately six weeks.  That will be followed by three more phases, proceeding around the lake in a counter-clockwise direction, with the work finished by the fall.  Maps of the construction phases and the detour routes can be found on the city’s website at www.ci.minneapolis.mn.us/public-works/cip/lake-isles.

5. The Minneapolis City Hall has a new, green roof, which will save energy, reduce water runoff, and last twice as long as the previous roof.

6. The Cedar Lake bike trail is funded, and will be completed, including the part that will run under the new Twins ballpark.

7. The city has taken a position in favor of building a new Xcel Hiwatha power line if it is needed for the electricity demands of the hospitals and others in the neighborhood, but the city opposes putting the power line above ground in the Midtown Greenway.  However, the decision on the location will be made by the Hennepin County government.

Kenwood Environmental Improvement Project (KEIP): Gail Lee moved, Matthew Dahlquist seconded a motion that CIDNA contribute $10,000 of its NRP funds to help pay for the KEIP.  Other neighborhoods and private fundraising will be needed to complete the project, which will include new fencing, reduced storm water runoff through taking out asphalt and replacing it with landscaping, and playground improvements.  The project will be completed this year.  The motion passed.

Railroad bridges rehabilitation: Stephen Goltry reported that three old railroad bridges--crossing Dean Parkway, the channel between Lake Calhoun and Lake of the Isles, and Knox Avenue--will be rehabilitated this fall, using funds from the federal Department of the Interior.  The work will involve concrete, but it will be largely cosmetic improvements, not structural repair.

Southwest Light Rail Transit (LRT): Transit Chair Matthew Dahlquist and CIDNA chair Art Higinbotham reported on the current deliberations concerning the Southwest LRT.  The Citizens Advisory Committee is studying alternatives to the 3C route.  The Technical Advisory Committee will make a recommendation on the preferred route in early summer, and the Policy Advisory Committee will make a recommendation in late summer or early fall.  This recommendation will then be forwarded to the federal government, seeking 50% funding from the Department of Transportation.


There will be three open houses in late spring and summer, reporting on the last nine months of activity.  There will no longer be much opportunity for input by citizens to the project consultants.

Annual meeting on May 5: The board discussed plans for the 2009 annual meeting, which will be held at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 5 at the Jones-Harrison Residence.  We will send postcards, inviting residents to attend.  Elected officials and candidates for office will be invited to speak.  Refreshments will be provided.  New board members will be elected.

Lake of the Isles parkland renovation:  Chairman reported that four neighborhoods have been invited to participate in efforts to make sure that the restoration by Lake of the Isles parkland will be implemented according to plan.  CIDNA will participate.

Adjournment: Meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

Next meetings: The annual meeting of CIDNA will occur on Tuesday, May 5, 6:00 p.m. at the Jones-Harrison Residence.  The next meeting of the CIDNA board of directors will be Tuesday, June 2, 6:00 p.m. at the same location. 

Don Ostrom

Secretary

